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Bite Wounds 

 

 

Check status of tetanus  
- for action see below  

Monkey 
(Herpes B virus) 

Current Rabies Status of 
Countries – see below or 
check 
 http://www.who-rabies-
bulletin.org/Travel/Recomme
ndations.aspx 

Unconfirmed: 
consider vaccine only 

Assess risk 
for BBV and 
take blood 
for storage 

Give antibiotics 

Confirmed bat bite: 
Human Rabies 
Immunoglobulin 20 iu/kg 
and 5 doses vaccine 
(Available from BTS) 

For non-mauritian 
macaque bites send blood 
to virology marked 
“Primate bite: baseline 
for storage” and label 
“danger of infection” 

Check tetanus status 

Other Bat 
(Rabies) 

Human 
(NB remember fight bites) 

Check tetanus 
status 

Assess need for 
antibiotics 

Give abx 
1st line:  - coamox 625 tds for 7/7 
Pen allergic: - doxycycline 
100mg bd for 7/7 

Patient will need follow up at healthlink360 for 
wound review at 24-48 hours 
DW ID if patient unsure how to arrange this 
 

Give antibiotics for: 
- All human, cat and puncture bites 
- Involvement of hand, foot, face, 

joints, ligaments or tendons 
- Immunocompromised, diabetic, 

asplenic, cirrhotic patients 
 
Coamoxiclav 625mg tds for 7 days 
Penicillin allergic: doxycycline 200mg 
stat then 100mg bd plus metronidazole 
400mg tds for 7 days 

If cat bite 
consider XR to 
check for teeth 

If suspected 
tendon injury 
consider Ortho 
referral 

- Mauritian Macaques are 
likely no Herpes B risk 

- Non Mauritian 
Macaques do have a 
Herpes B risk 

If patient self-presents to 
the ED contact ID 
consultant on call to 
discuss need for aciclovir 

Clean wound with iodine 
solution then irrigated 
under running water for 
15-20 mins 

Advise patient to watch for skin 
lesions/itching/pain/numbness near wound 
site or any feelings of general unwellness 
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Rabies Risk of Specific Countries 
 
Relates to all animals except bats 
 
NO RISK: Terrestrial animals originating from the following countries are considered ‘no risk’ for rabies (free of 
terrestrial rabies).  
 

Europe: Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, France, Gibraltar, Greece, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy (except the northern and eastern borders), Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway 
(mainland), mainland Spain (excluding North African coast) and the Canary Islands, Portugal, Sweden, 
and the United Kingdom.  
 
Americas: Anguilla, Antigua & Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman 
Islands, Dominica, Equatorial Guinea, French Antilles, Guadaloupe, Jamaica, Martinique, Montserrat, 
Netherlands Antilles, St Christopher & Nevis, St Lucia, St Martins, St Pierre & Miquelon, St Vincent & 
the Grenadines, Turks & Caicos, Uruguay, Virgin Islands.  
 
Asia: Bahrain, Brunei Darussalam, Hong Kong, Japan, Kuwait, Maldives, Qatar, Singapore, Taiwan, 
United Arab Emirates.  
 
Oceania: American Samoa, Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, French 
Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Northern Mariana 
Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Sao Tome & Principe, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu, 
Western Samoa.  
 

LOW RISK: Terrestrial animals originating from the following countries are considered ‘low risk’ for rabies:  
 

Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Czech Republic, Germany, Switzerland, USA (the Centers for Disease 
Control, Atlanta, provides information on the risk of rabies in different parts of the USA).  
 

HIGH RISK: Terrestrial animals originating from the following countries, where terrestrial rabies is enzootic, are 
considered ‘high risk’:  
 

Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, India, Parts of Mexico, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turkey, Vietnam.  
 

Countries in Asia, Africa and South America not otherwise mentioned as ‘no risk’ or ‘low risk’ should be 
considered as ‘high risk’.  

 


